
1925
Motorcycle riders did not wear protective 
helmets. If any headgear was worn at all, 
it was usually “Flat-Caps” that were 
popularized by Marlon Brando. This 
provided no head protection and was 
mostly to keep riders’ hair from getting 
messed up by the wind!

1935
When the famed British writer, military o�cer and 
archaeologist, T. E. Lawrence (known as “Lawrence 
of Arabia”) was killed in a motorcycle accident, his 
friend and surgeon Dr. Hugh Cairns developed 
motorcycle crash helmets  made of cork & rubber.

1940
Rubber-lined army helmets were issued to 
the British Army dispatch motorcycle riders 
in WW2 to try to reduce head injuries.

1958
The California Highway Patrol requires
all motorcycle police o�cers wear 
helmets. 

1966
The American National Safety Standard 
for Motorcycle Helmets was introduced, 
setting new standards that manufacturers 
would begin to implement.

1953
Seeing increasing motorcycle fatalities, 
USC Professor C.F. “Red” Lombard created a  
multi-layered helmet, designed to absorb and 
spread the shock of an accident impact. This was 
the start of the development of modern-day 
motorcycle helmets.

1961
Australia put into e�ect a mandatory  
motorcycle helmet law on January 1, 1961, 
establishing itself as the world’s first 
government to do so. The U.S. would 
follow suit in 1967.

1972
Technological advancements enabled 
helmets to be produced using all-new 
energy-absorbing materials, making 
helmets safer than ever.

1967
In 1967, the first full facial helmet was 
introduced, providing greatly improved 
head protection and better vision. This 
style was popularized by the famed 
daredevil, Evel Knievel.

1980/90’s
The National Highway Tra�c Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) reported that 
more than $13 billion in insurance, 
medical and property damage costs 
were saved during the 1980s and 1990s 
because of increased helmet use.

2015
47 states adopt mandatory motorcycle 
helmet laws of some kind. Only 3 states 
have no helmet laws: llinois, Iowa and 
New Hampshire.

2018
Augmented Reality in helmets nears 
commercial release. Using this new 
technology, motorcyclists will utilize 
heads up displays and GPS, rear-view 
cameras, and speedometer readings 
right on the visor.  
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If you’re seriously injured in a Motorcycle Accident, call Floyd Hunter. 
The Right Lawyers Make a Real Di�erence. 


